The Last Days Series
Leader’s Guide for Adults

LESSON 1

THE LAST DAYS
Daniel 9:1-3, 24-27

INTRODUCTION
Daniel was an Israelite carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar in the third year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah.

He was also known as Belteshazzar ( Dan. 1:7) a Babylonian name that means "0 Bel, protect thou the hostage
of the king," a most appropriate name for one like Daniel who was a hostage at the court of the king of Babylon.

Though raised and educated in Babylon, Daniel was raised in a family who knew the fear of the Lord. Thus the
Lord allowed him to see visions and interpret them for the King. Chapter 9 opens with Daniel describing how the
Lord allowed him to give attention to the Word of the Lord through Jeremiah ( Dan 1:2) and how the Lord sent
Gabriel to come to give Daniel insight and understanding for the instructions that are upcoming (1:22).

STUDY
Read Daniel 9:1-3, 24-27 and answer the following:

1. Daniel mentions that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 70 years (9:2). What is this
desolation of Jerusalem about according to Jeremiah (cf. 2 Chron. 36:21; Leviticus 25:1-7; Jer.
25:11-12; 29:10-14)?

The Babylonian captivity of Israel for 70 years came as a punishment from God. It is the result of the Israelites’
failure to obey God. Leviticus 25:1-7 speaks about the day of rest that God instituted for Israel to obey. Even
the institution of rest for the land was not obeyed by the people. God’s instruction was that they are able to
sow, plant, and harvest for the land but on the 7th year, the land is to have a Sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the
Lord.

The disobedience to this command for 490 years made God collect a year for every seven years of Israel’s
disobedience. Thus Israel’s exile is for a total of seventy years.

Have you faced the consequences of your present actions? Have you ignored the warnings of God in Scripture and
its promises of blessing to those who obey?
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2. What prompted Daniel to pray and plead to the Lord concerning the desolation of Jerusalem
(Jer. 29:12-14)? Whom did God send and why (Daniel 9:21-22)?

Daniel knew about the prophecies of Jeremiah. On the day he prayed, he was living on the 69th year of their
captivity. Daniel was speaking, praying, confessing and making request to the Lord God for Israel, His people.
And so he prayed for the fulfilment of the prophecy, that God will bring conviction to the Israelites and restore
them to their land.

God sent the angel Gabriel (the same angel who announced the birth of Jesus) to give him insight and
understanding. God wanted to make Daniel understand the purposes of Israel’s stay in Babylon. He wanted
them to know and understand the future that He has in store for Israel after the 70 years of captivity.

With Daniel as a model, how then should we pray for our nation? church? We encourage you to set aside a time
of prayer in your respective Growth Groups. It would also be good to encourage our people to attend our community
time of prayer every Friday at 6:00 a.m.

3. Verse 24 tells us that these events of 70 sevens are meant for the people of Israel. How did God
use the 69 weeks thus far? What significant events in biblical history can you mark? Make use of
the chart.

69 sevens (483 years) began with King Artaxerxes’ decree to rebuild Jerusalem in response to Nehemiah's
request and ended with the triumphal entry of Jesus, the Messiah . While the 70th seven is still future, the
verse also cites for us six things that must be accomplished in the whole 490 weeks for the holy city and God's
people:

b.to putanendtosin,

¢. to atone for wickedness,

d. to bring in everlasting righteousness,
e. to seal up vision and prophecy and (Archer 1388, Daniel, EBC,, OT, Kohlengerber Ed,1994).
f. to anoint the most holy

The first three relates to sin and its removal while the last 3

a. to finish transgression, }
relates to the restoration of righteousness

Daniel's prophecy of the seventy weeks (vv. 24-27) provides the chronological frame for Messianic  prediction,
from Daniel to the establishment of the kingdom on earth. It is also key to its interpretation.
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4. Verse 25 tells us about the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem in 444, What does Nehemiah 1:3
tell us about the state of Jerusalem? How did King Artaxerxes play a role in the building up of the
walls? Where do you see God’s hand in this event?

Hanani told Nehemiah that “the remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress
and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire” (1:3).

King Artaxerxes allowed Nehemiah to rebuild the city (Neh 5:5). He even granted Nehemiah safe passes and
provisions to be able to accomplish the vision for his people. Nehemiah, himself declared in 2:8 that the hand
of the Lord was above everything that has transpired.

QOur God is certain of His plans and ways both then and now. Why do believers today need to see the hand of God
move within our midst? How can we be certain that it is God's hand at work in the areas of our lives?

5. What will happen within the 490 years (vv.24-27)?

* First 49 years (seven- sevens)

* After the next 434 years (Sixty-two sevens), the Anointed One ( Christ ) will be cut-off and will have nothing.
And the people of the prince/ruler ( anti- Christ) shall come and will destroy the city ( Jerusalem) and the
sanctuary ( temple) in 70CE.

*The Gap is the church age

*One seven is the 7 tribulation years

*|tis not known to man

6. The gap between the 69th to the 70th week is called the church age. What is the mystery all
aboutand why was it called a mystery (Ephesians 3:8-11) ? How are we taking part in the growth
of the church today?

Paul in Ephesians cites that he has been given the opportunity to preach the hidden riches of Christ to the
Gentiles just as he was the Apostle to the Gentiles. The church age is “hidden” for “this was not made to man
in other generations (v.5).

“This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one
hody, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus” ( Eph 3:6).

\We see the omniscience of the one true God. Everything that has occurred has been part of His great big plan for
His people. The church is one great plan of God. How can we be a victorious people in the light of Jesus' imminent
coming again? How then should we live?
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CONCLUSION
God’s mind and timing is always accurate. He came to earth and established His church at the proper time.

Another thing is certain — that He is coming again and very soon. Study the math, plot out his map and see
that we are in the last hour of the last days. Are you ready? Are you living for Him? Are we accomplishing His
great purpose?



