
Getting Our ACTS Together
God’s Centerstage of Faithfulness
Leader’s Guide for Adults
Series Three

LESSON 32
TEAMWORK FOR
MISSIONS ITINERARY

KEY VERSE

Acts 18:18-28

“After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout that region
of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.”

Acts 18:23

At the end of the lesson, small group participants should
be able to:
Knowledge:  Describe how they can form groups that
can move people towards ministry.
Emotion: Acknowledge that each one has a different
role in the ministry.
Behavior:  Participate in the various ministries of the
church.

CONTEXT
After two journeys, a lot of discouragements, beatings, and opportunities to make disciples, Paul was
never tired enough to say good bye to the ministry that the Lord has set for him. He is again ready to go
out and encourage the people he has ministered before. Paul decided to leave Corinth, sail for Jerusalem,
and then go on to Syrian Antioch. Boarding a ship at Cenchrea, Paul crossed to Ephesus, the major
commercial center of the Roman province of Asia. With him were Priscilla and Aquila. Paul engaged in a
short ministry in the synagogue but refused to tarry. Nevertheless, he promised to return, if it were in the
will of God. And with a heart lightened by the prospect of a future ministry at Ephesus, he sailed for
Jerusalem. He probably booked passage for Caesarea, the port city of Jerusalem. From Caesarea, he “went
up” to Jerusalem, some sixty-five miles southeast. There, he met with the mother church. Then he “went
down” to Antioch of Syria, some three hundred miles north, reporting to and ministering within the church
that originally commissioned him to reach the Gentiles (Acts 13: 1-4). Then, on what was to be his third
missionary journey, he set out for Ephesus some fifteen hundred miles to the west, revisiting the churches
throughout “the region of Galatia and Phrygia” and “strengthening all the disciples” (Barker and Kohlenberger
III,482-483).

STUDY
 Read Acts 18:18-28 and answer the following:

1. What was the vow that Paul had taken (v.18)? When did he take this vow and what was its purpose?

Apparently Paul had taken a Nazarite vow (Num. 6:1-21), which was an Old Testament  act of thanksgiving
or of dedication to God. During the vow, he allowed his hair to grow uncut, and at the end of the period
(after about a year and a half), Paul got a haircut at Cenchrea. He might have made the vow following
either of his visions in Macedonia or Corinth beseeching God for success in the mission to which he was
called. If that is what happened, in thanksgiving, Paul ends the vow, thus recognizing that the Lord had
made good on His promises.
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2. Even if the believers in Ephesus wanted Paul to remain longer, he could not do so, but he promises to
return emphasizing,“if it is God’s will.”  What do these words tell us?

In carrying on with our lives and in ministry, we are met my situations and circumstances which may
determine and even dictate what we would do next. In Paul's case, it seemed to be obvious with the
fervor invitation of the Ephesians that he stay, he chose to leave because he knew what God wanted him
to do. Paul's sensitivity to God's will dictated and determined his next steps. This is the reason why he
emphasized, “if it is God's will.” He operates and moves according to God's will. He intends to return but
reminds the Ephesians that everything still depends on God.
These words from Paul remind us that our lives are in God’s hand. We hear the quotation, “Man proposes
but God disposes.” The Bible says, “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps”
(Prov. 16:9), and again in Proverbs 19:21, “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose
that prevails.” Therefore, we must make all our plans and even promises in submission to the will of God.

3. Paul continued his travels not only preaching God's Word but strengthening the disciples (vv. 22-23).
We are sure that Paul would agree that it was the Lord God, and not himself, who was orchestrating
evangelism in Ephesus. What made Apollos so special (vv. 24-26)?

What took place in verses 24-28 occurred after Paul left Ephesus (v. 21) and before he returned (19:1).
During this interval, a church had been started, probably under the influence of Priscilla and Aquila. Luke
introduces Apollos here because he played such a significant role in the growth of the early church. Writing
to the Corinthians later, Paul would describe Apollo’s ministry as one of teaching, he was the one who
“watered” in Corinth (1 Cor. 3:6). His earlier ministry was more apologetic, and he had a powerful ministry
of refuting.

4. In verses 24-25, Luke lists a number of positive attributes of Apollos and then adds one concern, “though
he knew only the baptism of John.”  What does this mean and what did Priscilla and Aquila do to help
Apollos?

Apollos was a native of Alexandria, a city of scholars, so he was a highly educated man and possessed a
thorough knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures. Somewhere and somehow he received instruction about
Jesus, and to that extent he knew the Gospel “accurately” and “spoke with great fervor” concerning Jesus.

His doctrine regarding Jesus was accurate but deficient. Probably this means Apollos did not know about
the Holy Spirit’s baptism. John’s baptism symbolized cleansing by God because of repentance toward God
(19:4). This is where Priscilla and Aquila took him aside to explain to him the work of God – Jesus Christ,
which they know because they were amply taught Jesus.
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5. What can we learn from Priscilla and Aquila regarding the way they corrected Apollos? How can we
show love in the way we rebuke or correct others?

The gracious way Priscilla and Aquila dealt with Apollos is an example to us all. They might have stood
up and corrected him publicly – making him embarrassed or defensive. Instead they remained quiet in
public. They invited him to their home and “explained to him the way of God more adequately.” Rather
than stress where Apollos was wrong, they affirmed what was right and went on from there. What a
guide to correcting error without losing the person! Love for Christ and the work is the only reason why
we are able to speak to one another in love and even correct one another in love. As we deal with other
believers and even with unbelievers, it is always good to remember, that the love of Christ compels us
to do great things.

6. How effective did Apollos become in the ministry (vv.27-28)?

Apollos was described to be of great help to the believers. He is able to refute the Jews in public debate
and prove from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. Apollos helped carry on the work in Corinth.
Apollo’s mission to Achaia was supported by a letter of commendation from the Ephesian church (2 Cor.
3:1-3).  His presence in Corinth is attested by 1 Corinthians 1-4. Though Luke records no meeting of Paul
and Apollos, their personal contact is affirmed by 1 Corinthians 16:2 (Laymon, 1984: 71).

RECAP
Paul was never a lone ranger. He trained people to do works of ministry as God allowed Him to meet
people who will be zealous for the work. We can very well say that everyone in church is important in the
sight of God to accomplish His work but God himself raises new people to carry out the work. As part of
the church, we must be willing to be used by Him in whatever capacity and as part of the body, we must
always encourage one another in love to carry on, step up to be readily used by God in the building up of
His kingdom.

PRAY

1.  Is there a circumstance at home or work that makes it difficult for you to accomplish because of personal
issues? Pray for the person and situation. It is always good to remember how Aquila and Priscilla corrected
Apollos with a loving attitude.
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2. Is there anyone among you who needs encouragement? When was the last time you prayed and
encouraged your church leaders? Let your leaders know that you pray for them.  One good word can make
a difference in how we deal with people. This is Christian love at work.

RESOURCES
Barker, Kenneth and  Kohlenberger, John. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Abridged Edition, NT,
Grand Rapids, MI, Zondervan Press,1994.
Walvoord, J and Zuck, R.The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament. Colorado Springs, Colorado:
 Cook Communications Ministries,2000.
Laymon, Charles ed. Interpreter’s Concise Commentary, Acts and Paul’s Letters, Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1984.
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LESSON 33
REVIVAL AND RIOT
IN EPHESUS

KEY VERSE

Acts 19:1-41 (1-10)

“Paul said, John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after
him, that is, in Jesus.”

Acts 19:4

At the end of the lesson, small group participants should
be able to:
Knowledge:  Acknowledge that the Holy Spirit is the
power who accomplishes great things in our lives and in
our church.
Emotion: Appropriate the power that is from God into
how we do ministry today.
Behavior: Walk in the ways of the Holy Spirit.

CONTEXT
In the preceding chapter, we were introduced to Apollos who was previously acquainted with the Way,
but who was accurately instructed about Jesus and as a result became a stern believer and advocate of
Jesus as the Christ. Paul arriving in Ephesus met some disciples who were not knowledgeable of the work
of Jesus Christ on the cross. Paul corrected their beliefs which have allowed them to experience the Holy
Spirit at work.

STUDY
 Read Acts 19:1-41 and answer the following:

1. What were the questions asked by Paul to the disciples (vv. 2-4)? What does John’s baptism of repentance
mean?

Paul asked the disciples if they received the Holy Spirit when they believed. The disciples were not informed
about the Holy Spirit but instead replied that they were acquainted with John’s baptism.

John’s baptism of repentance was his way of preparing the way of the coming Messiah.  His message was
clear, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near (v.1).  As a response, “people went out to him…confessing
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River” (vv.5-6).  As he baptized, he also proclaimed,
“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose
sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Jesus Christ also
submitted Himself to the baptism of repentance, even though he is without sin, he identified himself
with man, to fulfill all righteousness (vv.13-15). This event also revealed and as confirmed by John, that
Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God, as the Spirit descended on Him. Jesus will baptize with the
Holy Spirit (vv. 16-17, John 1:32-34).
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2. What happened as a result when the disciples were informed about Jesus Christ (vv.5-7)? What can
we learn about our salvation and about the Holy Spirit through this passage?

The disciples believed in Jesus Christ and received the Holy Spirit which caused them to speak in tongues
and prophecy.

A.  Salvation is not only about repentance, confessing and turning away from our sins, but it first involves,
believing and trusting in Jesus Christ and what He has accomplished at the cross. And when we believe
in Jesus Christ, we receive the Holy Spirit in our lives. Receiving the Holy Spirit is not a separate experience
but a simultaneous experience as we commit our lives to Jesus Christ.

B. Paul instructs the Christians including those in Ephesus through a circular letter, reminding them that
having heard the gospel of salvation and having believed in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit serves as the
seal, a deposit guaranteeing that we are saved, assuring us of our inheritance to the praise of His glory
(Ephesians 1:13-14).

3. What positive and negative thing happened as Paul continued his ministry in boldly and persuasively
preaching about the kingdom of God (vv. 8-9)? What did Paul do? What happened to him later (vv.10-
12)?

Even as Paul reasoned with the people of Ephesus in the synagogue for three months, there were some
who believed but there were some with hardened and disobedient hearts. Some did not believe and
even spoke evil of the Way. Paul left them. He moved to the hall of Tyrannus which was a school and gave
lectures there. We can presume that there were many people who frequented this place because for two
years, all Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. God continued
to use Paul by doing miraculous works through him that even just a touch from him illnesses were cured
and evil spirits were cast out.

4. Some Jews tried to duplicate Paul’s ministry. What happened as a result (vv. 13-16)?

The Jews mentioned were the seven sons of Sceva, the Jewish chief priest.  They tried to drive out evil
spirits using the name of the Lord Jesus by saying, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command
you to come out.” The evil spirit replied that he recognizes Jesus and Paul but do not know who they are.
As a result, the evil spirit overpowered them.
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5.  Paul’s ministry flourished as he continued to travel (vv.20-22). His ministry revealed not only the
saving knowledge found in Jesus Christ but the power of His name that can cause a change and a
commotion. What change and commotion do we see in their culture (vv.17-19), in their economy (vv.23-
26a), in their religion (vv.26b-27) and in their community (vv.28-34)?

Ephesus is one of known urban centers in Asia.  Magic and sorcery have defined their lifestyle and culture.
Hearing about the name of the Lord Jesus, they held Him in high honor. They realized that this kind of
culture is evil and burned their books on magic which amounted to fifty thousand drachmas which was
considered a high amount since 1 drachma is equivalent to a worker’s minimum wage. Ephesus also
thrives from the silversmith trade since the city is filled with silver shrines of Artemis. It produces business
for craftsmen bringing in good income. Demetrius, a silversmith, observed that their economy is negatively
affected by Paul’s teaching. He addressed his co-craftsmen that Paul has led astray a large number of
their customers, invoking that “man made gods are no gods at all.” This led even to an intimidation to
their goddess, Artemis whose divine magnificence is now threatened to be dethroned. Ephesus houses
the great temple of Artemis which is the Greek name for the Roman goddess Diana. Artemis is known
in the whole world at that time as a great god. This shows how much honor and worship they offer to
her as the goddess of fertility. This has caused so much commotion in the community that a mob formed
as they rallied upon their goddess. They seized Paul’s traveling companions and Paul was even warned
not to go them. It became a riot as people got confused while others for two hours shouted, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!”

6. What change and commotion can result in our present situations if we adhere to Biblical principles?

Paul’s unswerving commitment in proclaiming God’s Word and carrying out ministry resulted to a revival
and a riot. Revival in terms of discovering that what you may know about your self and about salvation
is not enough; then realizing the truth that will give you a life of eternal security and purpose found in
Jesus Christ.

This shows that the proclamation of God’s Word can create a stir and can create change. Culturally, our
beliefs in albularyos and superstitions are questioned. Economically, the drive for more profit using illegal
means is challenged. In religion, belief in man-made gods and principles is confronted. Our community
faces so many injustices and irregularities caused by corruption and injustices which God’s Word clearly
goes against.
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7. Even as the riot escalated, how did God provide a way to stop it (vv.35-41)? In our own experiences,
how does God provide for us when we are in the middle of chaotic issues, interpersonal conflict, disagreeable
arguments and our own personal riots?

God used the city clerk who was an important official to quiet down the crowd and made them realize
to use proper channels to voice out their grievances and concerns. He even showed the innocence of Paul
who did not rob the temples nor blaspheme their goddess.  He suggested to bring their complaint or
dispute to the court. This protected Paul and his companions from further harm.

RECAP
God is the author of change. He is the only one through the power of the Spirit who is able to change our
lives just as He changed Paul and the apostles as well. Let us continue to walk in step with the Spirit if we
desire to have a revival of our hearts. As the Body of Christ here in GCF, let us commit our life as a body
to yield to the Holy Spirit’s prodding at all times.

PRAY

1. Assess how the Lord has changed your life and how He can make more changes. Take time to reflect
on His grace. Pray for the areas in your life wherein you would like to be changed by the Spirit of God.

2. Ask God to reveal the changes He wants in your life, in your Growth Group and in the church?

3. When was the last time you shared the Gospel to others. Romans 1:16 made it clear that it is only
through the Gospel that lives, nations and cultures will be changed. Be on the lookout for these opportunities
and continue to pray for the influencers in your area.
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LESSON 34
DESTINATION JERUSALEM
WITH STOPOVERS

KEY VERSE

Acts 19:1-41 (1-10)

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord
Jesus has given me — the task of testifying the gospel of God’s grace.”

Acts 20:24

At the end of the lesson, small group participants
should be able to:
Knowledge: Describe the spiritual journey that the
Lord has set for us.
Emotion:  Acknowledge the Lord’s hand in how He
enables us to be victorious in our spiritual journey.
Behavior: Make progress towards a dynamic spiritual
journey.

CONTEXT
In the previous chapter, Paul was immersed in a commotion and when it ended, he immediately moved
on to his next destination. After encouraging the disciples, Paul leaves Ephesus and sets out for Macedonia.
Paul’s stopovers included Greece where he stayed there for three months. He sailed back to Macedonia
because of a plot against him as he was about to sail to Syria.  He and his companions met at Troas (20:1-
3).

STUDY
 Read Acts 20:1-37 and answer the following:

1. Who accompanied Paul and what could be their significance (vv. 4-6)?

His companions were Sopater from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe,
Timothy, Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia and the author, Luke, was also included.  They
were men whom Paul has personally influenced in his second missionary journey and were assigned by
their churches to accompany him.

2.  What did Paul do in Troas? What is the importance of Eutychus in this passage (vv.7-12)?

Paul conducted the Lord’s Supper as he broke bread with the people. He fellowshipped with them even
to the point of talking to them until midnight. Some mistake the story of Eutychus as a warning to those
who fall asleep in a middle of a sermon. But Eutychus was a miracle-story. This is an account of Paul raising
someone from the dead. This brought great comfort to the people.

3.  Where did Paul travel next and what was his final destination? What does Paul’s travels show about
his dedication (vv.13-16)?
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Paul traveled to Assos, Mitylene, Kios, Samos and Miletus. He decided to sail past Ephesus for he was
in a hurry to go to Jerusalem.  Paul’s travels show his fervent desire to carry out God’s work and encourage
God’s workers no matter where it is and no matter what it takes whether it be on foot or by sail. Paul
knows his itinerary and agenda.

4.  In Miletus, Paul called the elders of Ephesus to speak to them (v.17). What did Paul share about his
testimony in terms of his credibility (v.18), attitude (v.19), message (v.20), dependence on the Holy
Spirit (v.21) and goal (v.22)?

Paul’s credibility was revealed in his presence; how he was with them and how he lived.  This may not
only connote his physical presence but could refer to his way of life. Paul’s attitude in serving the Lord
was characterized with humility as he also shed tears in facing trials from the persecution of the Jews.
Paul preached anything that would be profitable and helpful. He went from house to house, teaching
them publicly. His message for both Jews and Greeks remained consistent—repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ. Paul depended on the Holy Spirit as to where he should go next even though if it meant
imprisonment or hardships. There were apprehensions of going to Jerusalem with the danger that awaits
him there but with the direction of the Holy Spirit, Paul still chooses to go. Paul’s goal in making his life
worth living is to finish the race and complete the task of testifying about the gospel that the Lord Jesus
has given him.

5.  As Paul bids farewell to the elders of Ephesus whom he may not be able to see again (v. 25), he
mentions three important admonitions to them: example to follow (vv. 26-27), role to fulfill (v.28) and
warning to be aware of (vv.29-31). How did Paul explain these admonitions? How can we encourage
our leaders to apply these admonitions? What can you suggest to help strengthen efforts in fulfilling
these admonitions in our church?

The elders of Ephesus were first admonished to follow Paul’s example on how he can declare that he is
innocent of the blood of all men because he was able to proclaim the whole will of God referring to the
gospel of salvation. Such confidence in sharing the gospel is consistent with his work. Secondly, their
main role is to be shepherds of God’s people. They should not only keep watch of themselves but also
to keep watch of the church. It is the Holy Spirit who has made them overseers. Thirdly, Paul warns them
to be on their guard from people who will even come from their group who will distort the truth and
draw away disciples.

6. Paul talked about the importance of giving than receiving. How does the passage explain this (vv.32-
35)?  Is this attitude of giving reflective of your life?
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Paul talked about spiritual inheritance as he committed the elders to God. Paul contrasted spiritual
inheritance with silver, gold or clothing considered to be material things and which he did not covet. Paul
reiterated how he supplied for his own and companion’s material needs. With this, he encouraged the
elders to work hard and help the weak. Appreciating one’s spiritual inheritance meant having an attitude
of giving than receiving as reflected by the statement made by Jesus Christ, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.”

7.  In an emotionally-charged scene, Paul said goodbye to elders of Ephesus (vv. 36-38)? What does this
reveal about God’s plan for Paul leaving? What does this reveal about his relationship with the people?

Paul clearly connected with the people he encountered.  He balanced preaching and teaching with loving
and caring for them. As the leader, he was respected, even close to depending on him. The fear of not
seeing him again may not just spell death but also separation from personal encouragement. God’s plan
was to continue to use Paul wherever He leads him to the next stopover and destination.

RECAP
The reality of people leaving and moving on even in the ministry is a sad experience but it is part of God’s
plan. Paul left with a heavy heart but also with joy because He knew that this is God’s perfect plan. Paul,
in his journeys made sure that he did God’s work and loved God’s people well. This is the gospel of grace
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us be encouraged as to how the Lord gave Paul people, resources and
His Spirit to walk the journey, all for His glory alone.

PRAY

1. All believers are in a journey. How is your personal journey? How can you describe your journey along
with that of your GG friends? Are you accountable to someone? Are you currently being discipled? Are
you now able to disciple?  Pray for opportunities wherein we can equip and edify one another.

2. Read I Timothy 3:1-7 and let us do a personal and group check using the passage. There are some
qualifications that are still not evident in our lives but the Lord is faithful to grow us into faithful leaders
and movers of His Work.

3. God will enable you through the power of the Holy Spirit to finish the race He has set for you.

4. Holy Spirit will touch the heart of every GCFer to passionately love God and one another for this is
God’s command for us.
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LESSON 35
CONCERNED ADVICE,
UNCONCERNED ATTITUDE

KEY VERSE

Acts 21:1-16

Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also
to die.”

Acts 21:13

At the end of the lesson, small group participants
should be able to:
Knowledge: Learn that challenges are part God’s will
for our lives.
Emotion:  Acknowledge that God is in control of our
lives.
Behavior: Trust God in the journey that He has set
out for us.

CONTEXT
The journeys of the Apostle Paul has brought him to different places, meeting different people and
challenges as well. Acts 20 taught us about Paul’s love for God and the people. His relationships with
people in the churches are a reflection of Paul’s great love for God and for the work He has given. At this
point of our study, Paul is now traveling from Ephesus to Cos. His journey brought him to Rhodes then
Patara crossing over to Phoenicia, Syria, Tyre and finally in Caesarea.

STUDY
 Read Acts 21:1-16 and answer the following:

1. What was the mission of Paul in Jerusalem? Why was it not advisable for him to personally deliver his
gift?

Paul needed to bring a love gift for the Jews in Judea. It was a way for the Gentiles to show their support
with their Jewish brothers and sisters, and to repay the Jews for sharing the Gospel to the Gentile (Rom.
15:25-27). However, situation in Jerusalem prove to be dangerous for the Jewish extremist (Judaizers)
wanted the Gentiles to live like Jews and follow the Law of Moses. They viewed Paul as an enemy because
of his teachings (Acts 15:1ff).

2. The ship that Paul was riding on his way to Jerusalem had to stop over in                   Tyre to unload its
cargo. Who did Paul find and what occurred during the next seven days in Tyre and what did they do?

During a stop over, Paul was able to find disciples who took care of him during the next few days he was
there. While in Tyre, the disciples through the Holy Spirit advised Paul not to proceed with the journey
to Jerusalem. However, because Paul knew his mission, he left as the disciples prayed for him.
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3. The second warning for Paul not to go to Jerusalem came from Agabus, How did Agabus dramatically
illustrated how Paul will be treated in Jerusalem? (v.10-11)

 Agabus bound his own hands and feet with Paul’s girdle and told  Paul that in this way the Jews of
Jerusalem will bind Paul.However, Agabus was not able to deter Paul from accomplishing his mission.

4.   Was Paul wrong in continuing his journey to Jerusalem in spite of the warnings? What was the role
of the believers as they send off Paul knowing the imminent danger that he will face?

Paul knew it was God’s will for him to go to Jerusalem. (Acts 20:22-23) and (Acts 21:14)
Also, God gave Paul the comfort that Paul followed the will of God that he went to Jerusalem (Acts
23:11).Paul declared that he fulfilled his duty to God in all good conscience (Acts 23:1). Believers on the
other hand showed their love and care for Paul as they continually lifted him up in prayers out of love
and concern.

RECAP
Suffering is the road to Christian discipleship. This was made clear by Jesus Himself in the Road to Damascus
when He said “He will suffer much because of my name” (Acts 9:16).  Following the will of God in our
lives should be our utmost priority; even if friends will give us concerned advice on what they think is
our best option. Sometimes the more improbable our options maybe, for as long as we know it is the will
of God for us. We will have the peace and assurance of doing what He purposed us to do – this
is joy amidst troubles!

PRAY

1. Continue to discern God’s will for our lives. Let the Word of God rule in this matter and watch
how God will open and close doors of opportunities.

2.  GCFers will continue to trust in God at all times. Trusting Jesus, is putting all our weight upon
Him.

3.   Endurance for people who are undergoing trials. May the Holy Spirit strengthen their hearts
and minds in Jesus.


