Getting Our ACTS Together

God's Centerstage of Faithfulness At the end of the lesson, small group participants should

Leader’s Guide for Adults be able to:

Series Three Knowledge: Describe how they can form groups that
can move people towards ministry.

LESSO N 3 2 Emotion: Acknowledge that each one has a different
role in the ministry.

TEAMWORK FOR Behavior: Participate in the various ministries of the
church,

MISSIONS ITINERARY

Acts 18:18-28

KEY VERSE
Acts 18:23

“After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout that region
of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.”

CONTEXT

After two journeys, a lot of discouragements, beatings, and opportunities to make disciples, Paul was
never tired enough to say good bye to the ministry that the Lord has set for him. He is again ready to go
out and encourage the people he has ministered before. Paul decided to leave Corinth, sail for Jerusalem,
and then go on to Syrian Antioch. Boarding a ship at Cenchrea, Paul crossed to Ephesus, the major
commercial center of the Roman province of Asia. With him were Priscilla and Aquila. Paul engaged ina
short ministry in the synagogue but refused to tarry. Nevertheless, he promised to return, if it were in the
will of God. And with a heart lightened by the prospect of a future ministry at Ephesus, he sailed for
Jerusalem. He probably booked passage for Caesarea, the port city of Jerusalem. From Caesarea, he “went
up” to Jerusalem, some sixty-five miles southeast. There, he met with the mother church. Then he “went
down” to Antioch of Syria, some three hundred miles north, reporting to and ministering within the church
that originally commissioned him to reach the Gentiles (Acts 13: 1-4). Then, on what was to be his third
missionary journey, he set out for Ephesus some fifteen hundred miles to the west, revisiting the churches
throughout “the region of Galatiaand Phrygia” and “strengthening all the disciples” (Barker and Kohlenberger
I11,482-483).

STUDY
Read Acts 18:18-28 and answer the following:

1. What was the vow that Paul had taken (v.18)? When did he take this vow and what was its purpose?

2. Even if the believers in Ephesus wanted Paul to remain longer, he could not do so, but he promises to
return emphasizing, “if it is God's will.” What do these words tell us?

3. Paul continued his travels not only preaching God's Word but strengthening the disciples (vv. 22-23).
We are sure that Paul would agree that it was the Lord God, and not himself, who was orchestrating
evangelism in Ephesus. What made Apollos so special (vv. 24-26)?
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4. Inverses 24-25, Luke lists a number of positive attributes of Apollos and then adds one concern, “though
he knew only the baptism of John.” What does this mean and what did Priscilla and Aquila do to help
Apollos?

5. What can we learn from Priscilla and Aquila regarding the way they corrected Apollos? How can we
show love in the way we rebuke or correct others?

6. How effective did Apollos become in the ministry (vv.27-28)?

RECAP

Paul was never a lone ranger. He trained people to do works of ministry as God allowed Him to meet
people who will be zealous for the work. We can very well say that everyone in church is important in the
sight of God to accomplish His work but God himself raises new people to carry out the work. As part of
the church, we must be willing to be used by Him in whatever capacity and as part of the body, we must
always encourage one another in love to carry on, step up to be readily used by God in the building up of
His kingdom.

PRAY

1. Is there a circumstance at home or work that makes it difficult for you to accomplish because of personal
issues? Pray for the person and situation. It is always good to remember how Aquila and Priscilla corrected
Apollos with a loving attitude.

2. Is there anyone among you who needs encouragement? When was the last time you prayed and
encouraged your church leaders? Let your leaders know that you pray for them. One good word can make
a difference in how we deal with people. This is Christian love at work.

RESOURCES

Barker, Kenneth and Kohlenberger, John. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Abridged Edition, NT,
Grand Rapids, M, Zondervan Press,1994.

Walvoord, Jand Zuck, R.The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament. Colorado Springs, Colorado:
Cook Communications Ministries,2000.

Laymon, Charles ed. Interpreter’s Concise Commentary, Acts and Paul’s Letters, Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1984.




Getting Our ACTS Together
God's Centerstage of Faithfulness At the end of the lesson, small group participants should
Leader’s Guide for Adults be able to:

Series Three Knowledge: Acknowledge that the Holy Spirit is the
power who accomplishes great things in our lives and in

LESSON 33 our church.

Emotion: Appropriate the power that is from God into

REVIVALAND RIOT howwdomrenyndy
Behavior: Walk in the ways of the Holy Spirit.
IN EPHESUS
Acts 19:1-41 (1-10)
KEY VERSE
Acts 19:4

“Paul said, John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after
him, that is, in Jesus.”

CONTEXT

In the preceding chapter, we were introduced to Apollos who was previously acquainted with the Way,
hut who was accurately instructed about Jesus and as a result became a stern believer and advocate of
Jesus as the Christ. Paul arriving in Ephesus met some disciples who were not knowledgeable of the work
of Jesus Christ on the cross. Paul corrected their beliefs which have allowed them to experience the Holy
Spirit at work.

STUDY
Read Acts 19:1-41 and answer the following:

1. What were the questions asked by Paul to the disciples (vv. 2-4)? What does John’s baptism of repentance
mean?

2.What happened as a result when the disciples were informed about Jesus Christ (vv.5-7)? What can we
learn about our salvation and about the Holy Spirit through this passage?

3. What positive and negative thing happened as Paul continued his ministry in boldly and persuasively
preaching about the kingdom of God (vv. 8-9)? What did Paul do? What happened to him later (vv.10-
12)?

4. Some Jews tried to duplicate Paul’s ministry. What happened as a result (vv. 13-16)?

5. Paul’s ministry flourished as he continued to travel (vv.20-22). His ministry revealed not only the saving
knowledge found in Jesus Christ but the power of His name that can cause a change and a commotion.
What change and commation do we see in their culture (vv.17-19), in their economy (vv.23-26a), in their
religion (vv.260-27) and in their community (vv.28-34)?
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6. What change and commotion can result in our present situations if we adhere to Biblical principles?

7. Even as the riot escalated, how did God provide a way to stop it (vv.35-41)? In our own experiences,
how does God provide for us when we are in the middle of chaotic issues, interpersonal conflict, disagreeable
arguments and our own personal riots?

RECAP

God is the author of change. He is the only one through the power of the Spirit who is able to change our
lives just as He changed Paul and the apostles as well. Let us continue to walk in step with the Spirit if we
desire to have a revival of our hearts. As the Body of Christ here in GCF, let us commit our life as a body
to yield to the Holy Spirit's prodding at all times.

PRAY

1. Assess how the Lord has changed your life and how He can make more changes. Take time to reflect
on His grace. Pray for the areas in your life wherein you would like to be changed by the Spirit of God.

2. Ask God to reveal the changes He wants in your life, in your Growth Group and in the church?
3. When was the last time you shared the Gospel to others. Romans 1:16 made it clear that it is only

through the Gospel that lives, nations and cultures will be changed. Be on the lookout for these opportunities
and continue to pray for the influencers in your area.
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God's C,ente_rstage of Faithfulness At the end of the lesson, small group participants

Leader’s Guide for Adults should be able to:

Series Three Knowledge: Describe the spiritual journey that the
Lord has set for us.

LESSON 34

Emotion: Acknowledge the Lord’s hand in how He

DE ST| NATI O N JER U S ALEN] | enables us tobe victorious in our spiritual journey.

Behavior: Make progress towards a dynamic spiritual
W|TH STOPOVERS journey.
Acts 19:1-41 (1-10)
KEY VERSE
Acts 20:24

“However, | consider my life worth nothing to me, if only | may finish the race and complete the task the Lord
Jesus has given me — the task of testifying the gospel of God's grace.”

CONTEXT

In the previous chapter, Paul was immersed in a commotion and when it ended, he immediately moved
on to his next destination. After encouraging the disciples, Paul leaves Ephesus and sets out for Macedonia.
Paul’s stopovers included Greece where he stayed there for three months. He sailed back to Macedonia
hecause of a plot against him as he was about to sail to Syria. He and his companions met at Troas (20:1-
3).

STUDY
Read Acts 20:1-37 and answer the following:

1. Who accompanied Paul and what could be their significance (vv. 4-6)?
2. What did Paul do in Troas? What is the importance of Eutychus in this passage (wv.7-12)?

3. Where did Paul travel next and what was his final destination? What does Paul’s travels show about
his dedication (vv.13-16)?

4. In Miletus, Paul called the elders of Ephesus to speak to them (v.17). What did Paul share about his
testimony in terms of his credibility (v.18), attitude (v.19), message (v.20), dependence on the Holy Spirit
(v.21) and goal (v.22)?

5. AsPaul bids farewell to the elders of Ephesus whom he may not be able to see again (v. 25), he mentions
three important admonitions to them: example to follow (vv. 26-27), role to fulfill (v.28) and warning to
be aware of (vv.29-31). How did Paul explain these admonitions? How can we encourage our leaders to
apply these admonitions? What can you suggest to help strengthen efforts in fulfilling these admonitions
inour church?
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6. Paul talked about the importance of giving than receiving. How does the passage explain this (vv.32-
35)? Is this attitude of giving reflective of your life?

7. Inan emotionally-charged scene, Paul said goodbye to elders of Ephesus (vv. 36-38)? What does this
reveal about God's plan for Paul leaving? What does this reveal about his relationship with the people?

RECAP

The reality of people leaving and moving on even in the ministry is a sad experience but it is part of God's
plan. Paul left with a heavy heart but also with joy because He knew that this is God's perfect plan. Paul,
in his journeys made sure that he did God's work and loved God's people well. This is the gospel of grace
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us be encouraged as to how the Lord gave Paul people, resources and
His Spirit to walk the journey, all for His glory alone.

PRAY

1. All believers are in a journey. How is your personal journey? How can you describe your journey along
with that of your GG friends? Are you accountable to someone? Are you currently being discipled? Are
you now able to disciple? Pray for opportunities wherein we can equip and edify one another.

2. Read | Timothy 3:1-7 and let us do a personal and group check using the passage. There are some
qualifications that are still not evident in our lives but the Lord is faithful to grow us into faithful leaders
and movers of His Work.

3. God will enable you through the power of the Holy Spirit to finish the race He has set for you.

4. Holy Spirit will touch the heart of every GCFer to passionately love God and one another for this is
God's command for us.




Getting Our ACTS Together

Gods CenterStage of Faithfulness At the end of the lesson, small group participants
Leader's Guide for Adults oo gt o ST graup partiip

Series Three Knowledge: Learn that challenges are part God's will

for our lives.
LESSON 35 Emotion: Acknowledge that God is in control of our
lives.

CONCERNED ADVl CE, Behavior: Trust God in the journey that He has set

UNCONCERNED ATTITUDE out for us.
Acts 21:1-16

KEY VERSE
Acts 21:13

Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to be bound, but also
todie”

CONTEXT

The journeys of the Apostle Paul has brought him to different places, meeting different people and
challenges as well. Acts 20 taught us about Paul’s love for God and the people. His relationships with
people in the churches are a reflection of Paul’s great love for God and for the work He has given. At this

point of our study, Paul is now traveling from Ephesus to Cos. His journey brought him to Rhodes then
Patara crossing over to Phoenicia, Syria, Tyre and finally in Caesarea.

STUDY
Read Acts 21:1-16 and answer the following:

1. What was the mission of Paul in Jerusalem? Why was it not advisable for him to personally deliver his
gift?

2. The ship that Paul was riding on his way to Jerusalem had to stop over in Tyre to unload its cargo. Who
did Paul find and what occurred during the next seven days in Tyre and what did they do?

3. The second warning for Paul not to go to Jerusalem came from Agabus, How did Agabus dramatically
illustrated how Paul will be treated in Jerusalem? (v.10-11)

4. Was Paul wrong in continuing his journey to Jerusalem in spite of the warnings? What was the role
of the believers as they send off Paul knowing the imminent danger that he will face?
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RECAP

Suffering is the road to Christian discipleship. This was made clear by Jesus Himself in the Road to Damascus
when He said “He will suffer much because of my name” (Acts 9:16). Following the will of God in our
lives should be our utmost priority; even if friends will give us concerned advice on what they think is
our best option. Sometimes the more improbable our options maybe, for as long as we know it is the will
of God for us. We will have the peace and assurance of doing what He purposed us to do — this
is joy amidst troubles!

PRAY

1. Continue to discern God's will for our lives. Let the Word of God rule in this matter and watch
how God will open and close doors of opportunities.

2. GCFers will continue to trust in God at all times. Trusting Jesus, is putting all our weight upon
Him.

3. Endurance for people who are undergoing trials. May the Holy Spirit strengthen their hearts
and minds in Jesus.




