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Series Three

LESSON 36

ARRESTED AS PREDICTED
Acts 21:17-40

KEY VERSE
Acts 21:30

“The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him
from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut.”

CONTEXT

Paul was travelling back to Jerusalem despite warnings of persecution that awaits him. Despite his
knowledge of this, he carried on his journey knowing that this is what God wanted him to do. Upon his
arrival, brothers were at hand to receive him and he later went to see James and gave his ministry report
regarding his ministry to the Gentiles.

STUDY
Read Acts 21:17-40 and answer the following:

1. What was the first challenge posted before Paul after giving his ministry report? How did Paul show
his respect for people with different traditions? How can we practice sensitivity to believers in Christ but
with different traditions?

2. What were the accusations thrown to Paul while he was at the temple which eventually led to the riot?
(w.27-29)

3. Describe the treatment of the crowd towards Paul?(vv. 30-36) Why did they react this way? How would
you react when you are falsely accused?

4. Read Acts 9:16. How do you see the hand of God at work in this part of Paul’s life? How did God prepare
Paul for such eventuality? How does God prepare us for the big blows in our life?

RECAP

And He will suffer much for my Name ... this is what the Lord Jesus said upon Paul’s conversion in Acts
9.

Paul experienced so much violence, pain, and persecution. However, he was not taken off guard by these
events. He had the endurance to withstand the persecution for he knew that Christ is his strength. The
Holy Spirit's guidance gave him the strength to endure knowing that his suffering is all for the name of
Jesus Christ.
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PRAY

1. Believers who are under persecution for the cause of Christ..

2. Remember missionaries who are in places like Bangladesh, India and other countries where the Bible
is restricted.

RESOURCES
Wiersbe, W. The Bible Exposition Commentary,Volume 1. Quezon City: Christian Growth Ministries, 2001.

Walvoord, Jand Zuck, R.The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament. Colorado Springs, Colorado:
Cook Communications Ministries,2000.
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LESSON 37
GREEK, ARAMAIC AND ROMAN CITIZENSHIP
Acts 22:1-29

KEY VERSE
Acts 22:16

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name.”

CONTEXT

The preceding chapter talks about Paul being arrested by the soldiers for allegedly causing a riot in
Jerusalem. Paul began to speak in Greek to the soldiers and asked for permission to speak to the people.
He was given permission to speak after it was cleared that he was not the Egyptian who started a revolt
and led 4000 terrorists into the desert.

STUDY
Read Acts 22:1-29 and answer the following:

1. How did Paul establish his Jewish (Aramaic) citizenship to the people he is addressing? How and why
did the people react when they heard him speak in Aramaic? (vv. 22:1-2)

2.Why did Paul have to asserted to the listeners that he was a Jewish citizen? What was his message to
the Jews? (3-5)

3. In his testimony, how did Paul respond to the encounter he had with Jesus Christ? (v. 10)

4. What is the importance of Ananias being mentioned particularly in this testimony? Who was Ananias
of Damascus? (wv. 12-16)

5. What is the significance of Paul’s second encounter with God at the temple in Jerusalem? (vv. 17-21)
How did the Jews react to his calling to the Gentiles? (v. 22) Why did they react in this manner?

6. What was the result of the reactions of the Jews? (vv. 23-24)

7. How did Paul escape the punishment that was about to be carried out? (vv. 25-29)
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RECAP

Paul was an ordinary man with extra ordinary tasks. His call, as the Apostle to the Gentile posts a lot of
work and even persecution. In all of these, God has chosen, prepared, equipped and gifted him with
extraordinary means to make sure that God will accomplish His purposes through his life. His abilities,
intelligence and even his citizenship were used by God to accomplish His plan.

PRAY

1. That our influence for Christ may reach far and wide as we intentionally share the Gospel at opportunity.

RESOURCES

Bruce, F. F., ed. New International Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA: Zondervan Publishing,
1979.

Wiersbe, W. The Bible Exposition Commentary,Volume 1. Quezon City: Christian Growth Ministries, 2001.
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LESSON 38

COURT UNITED BY A LIE; DIVIDED BY THE TRUTH
Acts 22:30-23:11

KEY VERSE
Acts 23:11

“The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about me in
Jerusalem, s0 you must also testify in Rome."

CONTEXT

Paul’s visit to the temple created a riot that he was thrown into jail. Awaiting punishment by flogging,
Paul declares his Roman citizenship and the commander had no other recourse but to stop the punishment.
The next day they sent Paul to the chief priests and all the Council unbounded.

STUDY
Read Acts 22:30-23:11 and answer the following:

1. Why did Ananias the high priest react in this matter upon hearing the opening statement of Paul?
(v.2)

2. How did Paul react to the actions taken by the high priest against him? How did the other Jews react
to Paul’s words? (vv.4-5)

3. What united the assembled court and what divided them that started a dispute?

4. How was Paul rescued from the seemingly growing violence between the Sanhedrin? What was Jesus
Christ’s encouragement to Paul?

RECAP

Suffering or persecution is something that we cannot avoid as we continue to live in the footsteps of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ himself said that the World hated him and persecuted him. And it
will be the same for those who choose to believe and follow Him (John 15:20).

But in the midst of persecution, sufferings, and the seemingly dangerous situations that we are going
through, God's plan is always at work and He always have something that will be achieved as long as
we focus on Him and believe that He will always be with us (Matthew 28:20).
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PRAY

1. The Lord’s grace be upon those brethren who are undergoing severe persecution.

2. That we will remain firm in our faith as we go through life’s challenges.

RESOURCES
Wiersbe, W. The Bible Exposition Commentary,Volume 1. Quezon City: Christian Growth Ministries, 2001.

Walvoord, J and Zuck, R.The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament. Colorado Springs, Colorado:
Cook Communications Ministries,2000.
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LESSON 39

OUTSMARTING AN AMBUSH PLOT
Acts 23:12-25 (23-32)

KEY VERSE
Acts 23:30

“When | was informed of a plot to be carried out against the man, I sent him to you at once. | also ordered his
accusers to present to you their case against him”

CONTEXT

Paul's gospel work among the gentiles have become recognized among the early believers. That he has
broken barriers in order for the Gentiles to know and worship God has caused the sensibilities of the Jews
to be offended — for Jews do not mingle with Gentiles. Jewish opponents, thinking that Paul has brought
Gentiles in the Temple to worship, instigated a riot in order to seize him, but a contingent of Roman
soldiers eventually prevailed and had Paul arrested for subsequent trial. Seeing that Paul was taken away
from their grasp, his opponents sought other ways to kill him. Thus, the ambush plot against Paul, which
was foiled however, with the help of his nephew.

STUDY
Read Acts 23:12-25 (23-32) and answer the following:

1. What aspect of Paul's ministry offended the leadership of the Jews? (cf. Acts 21:27-29; 22:17-21)

2. Whether real or imagined, the offense that Paul was accused of was such that it resulted to death
threats against him. More than forty men vowed to kill him, neither eating nor drinking until they have
done so. What aspects of Paul's ministry would have aroused such passion? How do you think this relates
to Christian witness today?

3. What situations have you encountered (in the work place, with friends, with relatives) which caused
you to take “precautions” for being a Christian?

4. How did Paul get to know of the threats against him? How did he react to this? If you were to receive
athreat of harm against you, how would you react, what would you do?
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5. What would you do if you knew someone was in danger? What would be your initial reaction upon
learning of a sensitive information over issues you shouldn’t be involved in? How would you go about it?

6. The forty men who vowed to kill Paul reflects people unable to handle conflicts very well. Have you
ever resorted to force or violence in settling your differences with someone? What came out of it? Should
believers resort to violence when they have differences with someone?

RECAP

People's passion are roused when we touch on sensitive topics. The preaching of the Gospel does touch
onsensitive topics — things that people believe in passionately. Instead of giving up on Gospel proclamation
and deny his new faith, Paul used every persecution as an opportunity to declare Jesus even more. In
the face of danger, he dwelt on the promise of the Lord that he will be His witness in Rome. So instead
of running away or arming himself, he simply sought the protection of the authorities

Paul foiling an ambush plot is also an example of how we are to deal with threats. When in an atmosphere
of acceptance, we exercise our faith. But when we experience threats on account of our faith, we are
tempted submerge our faith and keep quiet about it. To practice our faith secretly is prudent. But to
practice in secret because we fear human opinion is enslaving. In every setting, Paul sought to be who
he was in Christ, regardless whether he was commended or threatened.

Lastly, this incident in Paul's life reminds us that everyone, believers or not, have the moral obligation
to take steps in preventing an evil to happen, if they are in a position to do so. Paul's nephew took the

step of protecting his uncle, not by his own strength, but by letting Paul know, so that those concerned
can do something about it.

PRAY

1. Believers to be ready to stand up for our faith in Christ at all times.

2. Ask God to give you wisdom in such a way that we can face certain pressures and challengesin life.




